BS8 - "Now I Can Die …" Luke 2:21-40

Jesus: The Early Years

Total Devotion '12 - '13

"To know me is to love me" goes the well known phrase.  It's true.  Real love is felt when someone really just desires to get to know you, your background, your life; not because they want to evaluate you or utilize you for something, but just because they are interested in … YOU!  

In this study, we are going to ponder and pursue a greater knowledge of Jesus Christ; not to find out what He wants us to do, to see how we can apply His principles in our lives, etc. … as fine as those pursuits are.  There may be applications for your lives that result, but life application will not be our focus.  Trying to get to know Jesus, and get into His life, will be our focus.

What exactly is Jesus?
1. Read Luke 2:21-40 and review your message notes (the message is posted on both the blog and web site).  Jot down any observations and questions you have, or topics that you think would be worth discussing.

2. In the message, Arthur brought up the question, Why Was Jesus Circumcised? He then read a portion of a chapter of The Glory of Christ, by RC Sproul on the history of circumcision.  

a. Read Genesis 17 to see the genesis of circumcision.  Jot down anything of note.

b. Why do you think Jesus was circumcised?  Why is that significant?

3. Consider and discuss the idea of mortality and its relation to sin.  We know that death is the result of sin (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 6:23), but does that mean that death in general was ushered in for all people because of the introduction of sin by Adam and Eve?  Or, is there a one to one correlation, where death is personal and applicable for each person based on whether they personally sin or not?  How does this all work?  If someone were sinless, would they still be able to die?  If so, would it be different than the death of a sinner? 

a. As the God-man, do you think His body was any different from ours?  

b. We know that Jesus had a perfect glorified body after the resurrection.  What do you think His pre-resurrection body was like?  Do some research and see what clues you can find in Scripture that may aid our discussion.  Read Heb. 2:14 - 18 to get you started.

Growing Up as Jesus
4. Read Luke 2:36-40.  Why do you think Luke included the story of Anna into his account to Theophilus (1:3)?  How does this add value to Luke's defense of the gospel?

5. What do you think Jesus' childhood was like?   What can we rightly deduce about His childhood?  What do you think it might have been like for Him growing up, where His cognitive levels are human, yet He is God.  Is there anything in Scripture that gives us a clue?
6. Read Hebrews 2:17.  What does it mean that He became like us in every respect? or in all things?
7. Luke 2:40 says, "The Child continued to grow and become strong increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him."  Hmmm, Jesus grew in wisdom.   
a. What is wisdom?  In what way did Jesus grow in wisdom?  Isn't He God?  Does He need to grow in wisdom?
b. Read Job 11:6 and 1 Cor. 2 and look for references to wisdom.  Discuss.
